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1 . WE DISCUSSED THE CURRENT STATE OF RELAIONS BETWEEN 
ISRAEL AND UNESCO FEBRUARY 28 WITH JOEL BARROMI, WHO 
HAS NOW TAKEN UP HIS DUTIES AS DIRECTOR OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DIVISION IN THE MFA. BARROMI'S 
COMMENTS AGREED WITH THOSE REPORTED IN REFTEL (B); HE 
ADDED THAT THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL'S RELATIONS WITH THE 
ORGANIZATION DEPENDS TO A GREAT EXTENT ON THE U.S. 

DECISION CONCERNING THE PAYMENT OF ARREARAGES. HE 
SAID THAT HE IS LESS OPTIMISTIC THAN U.S. OFFICIALS 

AND SUGGESTED (AS BAR-ON DID IN WASHINGTON) THAT THE 
U.S. PAY ONLY THE AMOUNT NEEDED TO KEEP ITS MEMBERSHIP 
VALID. HE SAID FULL PAYMENT OF ARREARAGES WOULD ONLY 
LEAD TO UNESCO REVERTING TO ITS PREVIOU POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES. THE SLIGHT IMPROVEMENT SHOWN IN RECENT 
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MONTHS, PARTICULARLY AT NAIROBI, WAS DUE ONLY TO 
"SOME MOVEMENT BY THE AMERICAN GIANT." 

2. NO RESPONSE HAS YET BEEN RECEIVED FROM DIRECTOR 
GENERAL M'BOW TO THE ISRAELI LETTER REGARDING THE 
POSSIBLE UNESCO VISIT TO THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 

IT APPEARS THAT M'BOW AGREES THAT A VISIT IN THE NEAR 
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FUTURE WOULD NOT BE APPROPRIATE. BARROMI HAS THE 
IMPRESSION THAT M'BOW SEES NO REASON TO PRESS FOR 
THE VISIT AT THE PRESENT TIME AND THAT HE (M'BOW) 

IS WAITING TO SEE THE RESULTS OF CONGRESSINAL CON- 
SIDERATION OF THE QUESTION OF PAYMENT OF ARREARAGES. 

3. BARROMI ADDED THAT THE GOI HAS NOT YET MADE A 
DECISION REGARDING THE VISIT, AND COMMENTED THAT HE 
DOES NOT LOOK FORWARD TO DRAFTING A RECOMMENDATION 
FOR HIS MINISTER. IT WILL BE A DIFFICULT DECISION FOR 
THE GOVERNMENT BECAUSE PUBLIC ORDER DISTURBANCES CAN 
BE EXPECTED IN THE TERRITORIES. BARROMI COMMENTED 
THAT ANY INTERNATIONAL INQUIRY INTO EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS THESE DAYS IS DANGEROUS (HE POINTED TO 
THE LATEST DISTURBANCES AT UNIVERSITIES IN ITALY. 

WHERE HE HAD RECENTLY BEEN VISITING).(COMMENT: 

WHILE BARROMI MAY BE SOMEWHAT ALARMIST IN HIS REACTION 
WE TEND TO AGREE THAT DEMONSTRATIONS ARE POSSIBLE, GIVEN 
THE VOLATILE NATURE OF WEST BANK STUDENTS AND THE FACT 
THAT A UNESCO VISIT WOULD BE GIVEN CONSIDERABLE 
PUBLICITY.) 
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